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“The Eternal Christmas” 

NEWSLETTER 

  “…as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in Him, things in heaven and things on earth. “  
                                                                                                                                     – Ephesians 1:10 
   Robert. Roberta. Theodore. Dorothy. Martin. Katherine. These are people’s names. Heinrich.  
Henrietta. Wilhelm. Wilhelmine. Emil. Emily. More names. Good German names! But what’s in the 
human names we have attached to us? Maybe not much. But when it comes to God’s names revealed  
to us in Holy Scripture – that is a different matter. Each name that Scripture gives to God fits Him  
perfectly and is given with a definite purpose. It reveals a distinct characteristic of His divine nature 
intended for the instruction and comfort of His redeemed children.  
   I wish to share with you two of the several Old Testament names for God. The first name is Elohim 
translated as “God”, designating Him as the almighty God, deserving of respect and reverence. The 
second name is Yahweh or Jehovah meaning the Eternal One Who is unchangeable in His grace and 
love for this sinful world. Very often, these two names are used together as Yahweh- Elohim or “Lord 
God”. These two names tell us that God uses the resources of His almighty power for the benefit of His 
people. 
   With the eyes of faith, we Christians always see God active in history, and controlling history, even 
when it may not appear that way. He is the Lord God of all history, because history is “His-story”.  
Nowhere is that more evident than in the birth of Jesus Christ in a humble manger in an insignificant 
village named Bethlehem. He has acted through the centuries and He will continue to act until the end. 
His final act in history is described in Revelation 11:15 “Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and 
there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our 
Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever.”         
   So we wait prayerfully and faithfully until the end of time when our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  
will return to bring with Him the Eternal Christmas. This is something we think about every time we 
celebrate a Christmas here on earth. Of this we believers are assured. The older we get, the more we 
think of this Christmas to come. Anyone who has lost a loved one thinks of it more often. Such a  
person might think of his or her loved one saying something like the author of “The First Christmas”: 
                             I had my first Christmas in heaven, A glorious wondrous day, 

  I stood with the saints of the ages Who found Christ the Truth and the Way. 
                             I sang with the heavenly choir, Just think, I longed so to sing. 
                            And, oh, what celestial music We brought to our Savior and King. 

 
                            We sang the glad songs of redemption, How Jesus to Bethlehem came, 
                            And how they had called His Name Jesus That all might be saved through His Name. 
                            We sang once again with the angels the song that they sang that blest morn 

   When the shepherds first heard the glad story That Jesus the Savior was born. 
 

      Oh, loved one, I wish you had been here. No Christmas on earth could compare 
                            With all of the rapture and glory we witnessed in heaven so fair. 
                            You know how I always loved Christmas. It seemed such a wonderful day, 
                            With all my loved ones around me, The children so happy and gay. 

 
                            Yes, now I can see why I loved it. And, oh, what joy it will be.  
                            When you and my loved ones are with me To share in the glories I see. 

   So, dear ones on earth, here’s my greeting: Look up till the day dawn appears 
                            And, oh, what a Christmas awaits us, Beyond all our parting and tears. 

-Albert Simpson Reitz (1879-1966) 
   May we celebrate Christmas as we always have, looking back with joyful, grateful hearts and looking 
forward to our Savior’s Second Coming when the Eternal Christmas begins. 
                                                                                Have a blessed Merry Christmas, Pastor Riley     



  HOLIDAY WORSHIP 
SCHEDULE 

 
CANDLELIGHT 
 CHRISTMAS 
       EVE 
at 7:00 p.m.  
 

 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
Communion  
Service  
   at 10:00 a.m. 

 
NEW YEAR’S  
      EVE  
Communion  
Service  
     at 7:00 p.m. 
ADVENT  
CANDLELIGHT 
SUPPER      
    On Sunday,   
December 1st,  you and  
your family and friends 
are invited to begin the  
Advent Season with St. John’s  
Annual Candlelight Supper and 
devotion  beginning at 5:00 p.m.  
This year’s theme is O Come, O 
Come, Emmanuel.  The WINGS 
will prepare a stuffed chicken 
breast meal.  Chicken  nuggets will 
be available for  
children.  
     You can also call 568-1417 to 
make reservations. 
Poinsettia plants  
will be available for  
purchase. The plants will 
adorn the altar and will 
be available to take home after the 
Christmas Day Service.  To reserve 
a plant, fill out the form located  
on the round table in the foyer or 
contact Jane McClure (562-0492).  
    Prices are for one size only (6 
inch pot) for $8.00 each.  The  
poinsettias come in red, white, and 
iced punch colors.  
     Orders will be taken from now 
until December 15th.  Checks 
made be made to St. John’s Flower 
Fund.  Payment is due with order. 
 

2019 ADVENT  
MID-WEEK THEME:    
“The Advent of Our King”  
   As we prepare our 
hearts to receive our 
King, we meditate on 
Wednesdays in  
Advent as to what 
kind of King will 
come. 
Wednesday, December  4: 
“Jesus: King of Shame”  
                      (Zechariah 9:9-13) 
Wednesday, December  11:     
“Jesus: King of Guilt”   
                           (Psalm 80) 
Wednesday, December  18:  
“Jesus: King of the Law”  
                      (2 Samuel 7:9-17)      
The Divine Service will begin at 
6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.   
     A Mid-Week service will be 
held in the lounge at 11:00 a.m. 
followed by a simple luncheon on 
Wednesdays for individuals who 
do not desire to drive at night. 
The following have 
signed up for flowers 
for the month of   
December & January:        
      December 1 - Sienkiewicz (1) 
      December  8 -  Riley (1) 
      December 15 -  Caba (2) 
      December 22 – Ferst 
      December 29 - Sienkiewicz (1) 
      January 5– open 
      January 12-  Sienkiewicz (1) 
      January 19 - Open 
      January 26- Sienkiewicz (1)   
     We can do up to three bouquets 
per Sunday.  If anyone would like 
to have flowers for a particular 
Sunday, please sign up in the  
flower book located in the church 
foyer. The flower book pages for 
the new year are now in the book.  
The cost for each bouquet is 
$21.00.  Please make checks  
payable to St. John’s Flower Fund.  
 
DECORATING the CHURCH 
for Christmas will begin on  
November 30  at 9:00 a.m. with  
the fellowship hall and lounge.  
The sanctuary will be cleaned and 
decorated on December 14th at 
9:00 a.m.  Anyone who would like 
to help are welcome.  Many hands 
make for light work. 

    
CANDLELIGHT  

FESTIVAL of 
LESSONS & CAROLS 

for  
CHRISTMASTIDE 

 
Sunday, December 15th  

at  4:00 PM 
 
 

 

 

PRESENTED BY THE ST. 
JOHN'S MUSIC MINISTRY 

     The festival of Lessons and  
Carols revolves around the  
readings from the Bible of the fall 
of humanity, the promise of the 
Messiah, and the birth of Jesus. 
The lessons from Genesis, the  
prophetic books and the Gospels 
are interspersed with the singing 
of Christmas carols, hymns, and 
choir anthems. Following Lessons 
and Carols, hot chocolate, coffee 
and desserts will be served. 
 
A MESSAGE   
from our  
TREASURER: 
     As Christmas approaches, 
James Love will once again be  
accepting your contributions  
toward the annual Christmas Fund.  
If you would like to contribute,  
you can place it in an envelope 
marked Christmas Fund and place 
in offering plate or give to James.  
As you know, this offering is 
shared with our staff workers as a 
THANK YOU for their dedicated 
service this past year.                           
 
For your 2019 
contributions to  
appear on your 2019 
financial statement, 
they must be at the church no later 
than December 31.  Help us meet 
the church’s budget needs with 
your generosity.   Offering  
envelopes are ready for pick up. 
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Advent is here and soon  
Christmas: There are many  
Sundays coming up that are  
available for sponsorship.  Please 
help in the continuing outreach 
mission project of  our Radio 
Broadcast of Sunday morning  
Worship . Broadcasts can be heard 
each Sunday at 7:30 a.m. on 
WHYN (560 AM). The cost for the 
program is now $125 per week. If 
you are interested in sponsoring a 
broadcast (or a part of a broadcast) 
in memory of or in honor of anyone 
please call the church or sign up on 
the sheet outside the office door. 
Donations of any amount are  
welcome.            
     Additionally, we have posted 
previous weeks’ broadcasts on our 
website along with the associated 
bulletin. Just log onto www. 
stjohnswestfield.org; links to the 
broadcasts and the weekly bulletins 
are on the main page. If anyone 
would like a CD copy of any radio 
broadcast, please contact Bill. 
     Please see/call Bill Schneeloch 
(413-568-4906 or 860-604-5264) 
or e-mail at radio@ stjohnswest-
field.org with any questions. 

2020 NEW 
ALTAR CARE 
SIGN-UP 
SHEET  
POSTED 
Volunteers  are  needed to care 
for the altar during the upcoming 
months in 2020.  Please consider 
offering your time to help our 
church with this activity. If you 
cannot do a full month, two weeks 
will be fine.  This activity doesn’t 
take a lot of time and is very easy 
to do.   Men, women, and teens are 
welcome.   Training will be provid-
ed for those who are interested.  
For questions, contact Jane (562-
0492). 
 
 

Member Bible 
Challenge: 
     This coming year, 
we are encouraging 
everyone to take the challenge of 
reading the Bible in one year.   The 
One Year Bible  KJV is available 
to all members of St. John’s, free of 
charge, to help you achieve this 
goal.  The soft cover books are 
available in the church foyer. 
     Please take your copy so that 
you are prepared to begin your  
Bible reading  journey on Sunday, 
January 1st, 2020. 
 
JOIN US FOR AN  
AFTERNOON AT 
THE MOVIES  
with PIZZA on  
December 7:  
    Everyone is invit-
ed to join us on Saturday, Decem-
ber 7 at 1:00 p.m. in fellowship, 
fun and pizza for the movie classic:  
Meet Me in St.  
Louis. Invite your family and 
friends for a fun Sunday afternoon. 

 
CHRISTMAS 
GREETINGS 
     Should you wish to   
 send a Christmas  
greeting to your fellow 

church members, you may attach 
your card to the special banner in 
the church foyer.  This could save 
you time and money, both of which 
could then be used in some way to 
serve God.   

   
GREAT GIFT    
       IDEAS 
     The Youth Group 
have the following 
fundraisers which 
make wonderful  

gifts or stocking stuffers for the 
Christmas Season. 
 
2020 SCRIPTURE  
CALENDARS           $8.00 each 
 
2020 SCRIPTURE POCKET 
CALENDARS  $5.00 each  
 
 

    
 
 
 
           
New England Branch 
    Our recent focus has been with  
a ministry called “Manna from 
Heaven” located in Myra, KY, 
serving the people of Pike, Lechter 
and Floyd Counties. As Christians, 
we are trying to make a difference 
in the lives of our neighbors, who 
are suffering for lack of life's most 
basic needs. We are working on a 
shipment on December 9. 
     Your financial support is always 
needed and appreciated.  Please 
send your gifts to: Orphan Grain 
Train c/o LCMS 400 Wilbraham 
Rd. Springfield, MA 01109. 
Checks should be made payable to 
OGT-New England Branch. 
   Please keep OGT in your prayers.  
5 Ways to Avoid Holiday 
Overload 
DON’T OVEREXTEND.  No one 
can do everything  Plan to enjoy a 
few special activities rather than 
commit to too much. 
DON’T OVERSPEND.  Stick to a 
budget.  If you must use a credit 
card, charge only what you can pay 
off on your next statement. 
DON’T OVEREAT.  Go ahead and 
enjoy the foods you love, but avoid 
“super-sizing” portions.  You’ll 
avoid feeling sluggish and tired 
from rapid weight gain and water 
retention. 
DON’T OVERINDULGE.  Keep 
alcohol to a minimum over the  
holidays, especially if you’re doing 
a lot of driving.  Remember that 
doctors recommend keeping it to 
two drinks a day for men, one drink 
a day for women. 
DON’T OVERLOOK.   
Remember the needy at the 
holidays, and consider volunteering 
to help those less fortunate.  And 
remember your own needs ... give 
yourself at least a half-hour a day 
to relax, reflect and cherish the 
memories of holidays gone by.  
You’ll put this year’s plans into 
perspective.  
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 Jesus Is the Reason for the 
Season 

     Here we are, ready to celebrate 
the birth of Christ – a major event, 
even for those who don’t believe in 
Him.  It used to be that merchants 
would wait until after Thanksgiving 
to begin the celebration by filling 
their shelves with enticing gifts, 
decorations, and all the trappings 
but now we see that it often starts in 
October. 
     How different from the first 
Christmas!  Mary and Joseph  
settled down in a stable.  There 
were no photographers waiting  
outside to snap the first picture  
of the new king.  No one knew 
what was happening!  No one, that 
is, except for the parents and the 
host of Heaven who made the  
announcement.  But to whom was   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

this announcement made?  To  
the powerful who would speed 
through the towns and villages, 
spreading the news?  No, it was 
made to shepherds who were out-
casts, hired hands who were so low 
on the social scale that they weren’t 
even allowed to give testimony in a 
court of law.  They weren’t even 
allowed to come into the Temple. 
     Yet these were the ones chosen 
by God to tell the good news.  
These ostracized creatures saw the 
angels with “… the glory of the 
Lord [shining] around them…”  
They heard the message the angels 
brought: “For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior 
Who is Christ the Lord… You will 
find a baby…lying in a man-
ger” (Luke 2:9,11-12).  They saw, 
they listened, and then they went to  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

see for themselves.  After receiving 
the Good News, they shared it.  
“When they had seen Him, they 
spread the word concerning what 
had been told them about this 
Child, and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds said 
to them” (Luke 2:17-18 NIV).  
     If lowly shepherds could tell the 
story, can’t we as well?  “All who 
heard it were amazed,” Luke 
writes, but he doesn’t say all  
believed.  All we’re asked to do  
is tell the story.  How could fear, 
uncertainty, or apathy hold us 
back?  This is the biggest news 
mankind has ever received!  As 
stewards of the Gospel, we have no 
choice but to follow the example of 
the shepherds and “spread the word 
concerning what has been told [us] 
about this Child.” 
 


